2012 Darioush Signature Merlot
N A P A VA L L E Y
DARIOUSH DISTINCTION

The depth of aromatic complexity of Darioush Merlot is a function of
our three estate vineyards and meticulous farming practices. Equally
sourced from the Mount Veeder, Oak Knoll and southern Napa
Valley appellations, the unique soils and microclimates of our estates
naturally restrict, concentrate and ripen this noble Bordeaux varietal.
TASTING NOTES

Packed with juicy dark fruit and aromatic notes of chai tea, cinnamon,
fennel and bittersweet cocoa, 2012 Merlot’s broad and generous
palate features sweet black plum, dried blueberry, anise and intriguing
woodsy notes of fresh tobacco, smoke and spice. The wine showcases
impressive concentration, structure and persistence. Re-tasted
February 2020: Deemed “a fine example of the variety's sultriness, a
study in ripe black cherry, clove and cinnamon” and rated 91 by Wine
Enthusiast Magazine, 2012 Merlot reaps the rewards of nearly a
decade of age. Classic and true to character, the wine exhibits a
nuanced profile of dried violets and potpourri with top notes of bright
red plum, red currant and chocolate-dipped hazelnut on a silky palate
enhanced by delicate notes of spiced chai and incense.
VINIFICATION

Meticulous attention to detail in the vineyard and minimal cellar
handling. Hand-harvested and sorted twice, before and after
de-stemming. Fermentation includes cold soaking for 4 days in
traditional fermenters with gentle pump-overs for optimal color
extraction and tannin management. Aged 20 months in 70% new
Chateau Traditional French oak barrels. Barrel lots were racked 2-3
times per year for clarity.
WINE SPECTATOR | RATED 92

“Impressive for the plush texture and complex, well-focused structure. Aromas of red currant, mocha and spice combine with
rich flavors of black cherry, orange zest and bay leaf. Ripe tannins firm up the finish.”
COMPOSITION

APPELLATION

WINEMAKER

AVAILABILITY

90% Merlot,
5% Cabernet Sauvignon,
5% Cabernet Franc

Darioush Estate Vineyards
Napa Valley & Oak Knoll AVA
Sage Vineyard – Mount Veeder

Steve Devitt

Limited Library
Release

